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Parental Accountability Act

Summary

This bill requires that the parent or guardian of a juvenile attend each court hearing or
proceeding unless the court excuses the parent or guardian for good cause shown.
Failure of the parent or guardian to appear shall not be considered grounds for
relief/adjournment, but may be grounds for contempt.

Model Legislation

Section 1. {Title} This Act shall be known as the Parental Accountability Act.

Section 2. {Model Legislation}

The parent or guardian of a juvenile who is within the court's jurisdiction1 shall attend
each hearing or proceeding unless the court excuses the parent or guardian for good
cause2 shown. A parent or guardian who fails to attend the juvenile's hearing without
good cause shown may be held in contempt and subject to fines.3 Failure of a parent or
guardian to attend a hearing is not, however, grounds for an adjournment, continuance,
or other delay of the proceeding and does not provide the basis for appellate or other
relief.

Section 3. {Severability Clause}

Section 4. {Repealer Clause}

Section 5. {Effective Date}

ENDNOTES

1 Cite statutory authority for jurisdiction of juvenile court or probate court.

2 Review appropriate state staute regarding parental notification in juvenile criminal
proceedings. If one exists, cite here. Otherwise, Act needs explicit definition of what shall
be considered "good cause."

3 In some states, a judicial finding of contempt might subject accuseds' parents to
incarceration.
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Did you know the NRA--the National Rifle Association--was the corporate co-chair in 2011? 
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Center for Media and Democracy's quick summary
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While encouraging parents to attend their child's trial is a good idea, this model bill suggests why for-profit corporations should not be writing sentencing and criminal justice laws. A sizeable percentage of juvenile offenders do not have strong family structures (which may have contributed to their delinquency), and this law apparently fails to acknowledge that. This law will likely be unenforceable or, in the alternative, will stick more people with more opportunities to have unpaid fines. More laws do not mean less crime.




