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SUBJECT: REVISION OF GENERAL ORDER 600-04
Attached General Order 600-04, Motor Vehicle Pursuits, has been revised to meet current
policies, procedures, and standards.

" The revisions are extensive and some changes are subtle, necessitating a careful reading of the

entire General Order. Employees are held accountable for the information contained within the
General Orders. Employees will immediately update their General Orders with this version of

s
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SUBJECT: MOTOR VEHICLE PURSUITS
POLICY 1 AUTHORIZED PURSUITS
The departmant places tha highest vaiue The decision to engage in a motor vehicle
upon the fife and safety of its officers and pursuit ia highly dependent upan the abit-
the public at large. This value must be ity of an officer, supervisor, or com-
accommodated within a police officer's mander to continually assess the need 10
duty to apprehend persong who have pursue versus the risk of injury invoived
committed or are committing a violation in engaging in the pursuit.
of the law. The methods the department
establishas to enforce the laws ars in-
tended to minimize the risk of injury to 2 OFFICERS' RESPONSIBILITIES

officars and citizens alike.

The driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle will drive with due ragard for the
safety of sil persons and is responsible
for the conseguentes of reckless disre-
gard for the safety of others. ‘

This Genaral Qrder applies 10 all classi-

fiad and emergency communication per-
sonnel.

DEFINITION

Motor Vehicie Pursuit, A motor vabicle
pursuit {purauit) occurs when an officer
operating an emergency vehicle attempts
to stop or apprehand @ suspect who re-
fuses to stop while operating 8 motor ve-
hicle. The suspect must exhibit one of
tha following types of conduct:

a. A willful disregard for personal safety
or the safety of others in an attempt
to avoid arrest.

b. A refusal t¢ obey an officer's repeated
signal to stop.

Officers may initiate or continue a pursuit
only if all the follawing requirements are met:

a. An officer in good faith reasonably be-
lleves that under the circurnstances
the nead to immediately apprehend
the suspect outweighs a clear risk of
harm to the puklic in initiating or con-
tinuing the pursuit.

b. As required by department policy and
Texas Suprera Court casa law, offi-
cers must constantly evaluate the risk
and factora involved when initiating ar
continuing a pursuit, Those factors in-
clude, but are not limited to:

v The sgeriousness of the crime to
which the officer responds.

+ Whether an officer's immediate
presence is necegsary to appre-
hend a suspect or 10 prevent injury
or loss of life.

¢ Altarnative courses of action, if
any, available to achieve a compa-
rable result,
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¢. In addition to the above factors, offi-

cers will continually evaluate:

e Knowladge about the suspect be-
ing pursued. If enough information
oxista to file a warrant, officers
will be expected to discontinue the
pursuit.

An exception to this standard is
permissible It a supsrvisor or
commander rasponsible for aver-
sasing the pursuit authorizas the
pursuit to continug based on the
assessment of requirements as
listed abova,

¢ The observable driving behavior of
the suspect being pursued {(e.g., is
the suspect driving while intoxi-
cated or is the suspect driving
recklessly). ‘

» Refative performance capabilities -

of the vehicle being pursued.
s Road conditions,
s  Weather.
+ Popufation density.
e Vehiculer and pedestrian traffic.

o The presence of other persons in
the police vehicle.

d. Officars will continually sssass the na-

ture and severity of harm thair actions
could cause lincluding Injuries to by-
standers as waell as the possibllity an
accident would prevent the officer
from arriving on tha scene or aggisting
in the apprehension of the suspect),
the llkalihood any harm would occur,
and whether any risk of harm would

PO e

ba clear t0 a reasonably prudent offi-
cer,

- While avaluating ali of tha listed fectors,

officars will constantly assess the need to
immadiately apprahend the suspect ver-
sus the risk of injuring themselves, the
public, or tha suspect.

SUPERVISORS' RESPONSIBILITIES
The designated on-duty field supervisor:

2, Wil he in command of the pursuit.
The field supervisor will immediately
and succinctly advise the dispatcher if
tha pursuit should continue based
upon communication and the assess-
ment of the circumstances.

b. Will monitor all radio communications
related to the pursuit and make svery
effort 1o ensure only authorized units
participata in the pursuit.

¢. Will continually assess the pursuit and
Its changing clrcumstances relative to
the points stressed by the Texas
courts as outlined in section 2 items
“b* and "c” abave. Also, periodically,
as prompted by the dispatcher, the
supervisor will state the pursuit should
continue ar direct the pursuit be ter-
minated.

d. May terminate the pursuit immediately
if it is detormined officers have suffi-
cient information to establish both
probable cause for the criminal activ-
ity and the identity of the suspect,
making tha filing of a to-be warrant
feasible, However, this does not apply
to a case in which the nature of the
criminal activity (e.9., deadly weapon
involved, serious badily injury inflicted,
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hostage taken, or a flagrant DWI} la
such that the need to Immaediately
taka the suspact into custody justifias
the possible risks to the public result-
ing from the pursuit,

8. Will order any response necessary,
appropriate, and within dapartment
policy to terminste the pursuit.

f. May become involved in the pursuit if
in closa proximity and provided the
supervisor’s police vehicle has amer-
gency equipment.

g. Will immediately go to tha scens
where the chase has ended and take
command.

MANAGEMENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES

Shift Commandera

The on-duty shift commanderis} of the
division(s) initiating a pursuit will be noti-
fied immediately by the on-duty Emer-
gency Communications Division (ECD)
supervisor of a pursuit being initiated by
eny of their officers,

Although the actwvel managemant of the
pursult is the responsibility of fleld super-
visors, the designated shift commander
will agsess the reasonablenaess of continu-
ing the pursuit using the same parameters
listed in section 2 items “b" and "c” of
thia Generai Order.

Tha shift commander will cantinue to
clogely monitor pursults and maintain
contact with field supervigors and dis-
patchers untl| the event ends.

If at any time the shift commander’s as-
sessment indicatas tha pursuit should not
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continue, then tha shift commandar will
order tarmination of the pursuit.

If the shift commander is unavailable for
any reason, another on-duty lieutanant or
dlvision commander from the initiating di-
vigion{s) will be designatad to fulfill this
responsibliity.

Nlaht Commander

Tha night commender will be notified
immediately by the on-duty ECD supervi-
sor of any pursuits. If for any raason, a
ranking officer from the division(s) initiat-
ing the pursuit is not located, the night
commander will assume all the manage-
ment responsibilities described above.

VEHICLES ELIGIBLE TO USE (N PURSUITS

An officer may initiate or continue a pur-
suit only If all tha following requirements
are mat. The officer’s police vehicle is:

¢ Equipped with working emergancy
lighta and sirens.

s Believed to be in sound mechanical
condition including. but not limited to
brakes, steering, and police radio sye-
tema.

Vehicles transporting prisoners, wit-
nesses, suspects, camplainants, or other
nonpolice personnel will not be used to
initiata or participate in a pursuit.

A pursuit initisted by a solo unit {motor-
cycle) will ba reassigned to the first arriv-
ing marked patral unit. Officers in un-
marked police vehicles, who reasonably
suspect a criminal offense has occurred
and immediate action is warranted, may
attempt to follow a fleaing vehicle untl a
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marked unit with operable emergency
aguipment arrives to initiate the pursuit.

NOTIFYING DISPATCHER

Officers initiating a pursuit will promptly
notify the dispatcher a pursuit situstion
exists. The dispatcher will determine if it
is necessary to switch tha incident to an-
other dispatch channel (e.g., channel 5)
or t0 keep the incident an the existing
channal.

If the pursuit remains on tha existing
channel, sll othar officars will immediately
refram from non-emergency radio trans-
missions on that channel. The Infarmation
transmitted to the dispatcher should in-
clude the following:

Unit number,

Present location.

Where the pursuit began.

Diraction of travel,

Reason for the pursuit,

Desceription of the flesing vehicle (e.g.,

make, model, cator, licensa number).

» Description and number af occupants
in the fleeing vehicle.

» Estimated speed af the fleeing vehicle.

As necessary, tha dispatcher will prompt
the supervisor managing the pursuit to
confirm that the pursuit is authorized 10
continus.

PARTICIPATING UNITS

When notified of a pursuit, the dispatchar
will designate the initial pursuing vehicle
as the primary unit. The dispatcher will
also designate a secondary unit and a
field supervisary unit,

—

Unless the fisld supervisor spproves addi-
tlenal unitg, the primary and secondary
units will ba the only police vehicles au-

thorized to pursus the fleeing vehicle. A

field supervisor may approve additional
units if any of the following situations ex-
iat;

a. There are an ingufficient number of aof-
ficers in the authorizad units to safely
affect an arrast.

b. An authorized unit is upable to con-
tinue the pursuit or the dispatcher has
been informad an authotized unit is
terminating ita involvement. In this
case, the field supervisor will author-
ize replacernent units as needed.

Canina Unit

Upan learning of a pursuit and if a canine
unit has not been designated, the closest
on-duty canine unit will travel toward the
area of the pursuit in anticipation of being
needed. Whan practical, the canine uhit
will notify the dispatcher of its location
and estimated time of arrival.

RESTRICTIONS

Qfficers will not:

a. Pursue a flesing vehicle by driving the -
wrong way on a freeway.

b. Pursue a fleeing vehicle while operat-
ing a vahicla without emergency
squipment or without the smeargency
equipment a¢tivated.

c. Drive along the sida or in front of a
fleging vehicle in an attempt to force
tha vehicle fram the roadway, untess
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authorized as an approved stopping
technique (see section 10, Stopping
Techniques).

d. Ram or bump a flesing vehicle in an
attampt to farce it fram the roadway.

e. Continue a pursuit if the primary unit,
on-scene police helicopter, or any on-
duty supervisor orders the pursuit dis-
continued.

f. Discharge a firgarm to diseble or stop
a fleeing vehicle (see General Order
800-17, Usa of Force).

g. Use a privately owned vehicle in any
part of a pursuit or as a termination
technique.

h. Usa an occupiad or privetely owned
~ vehicle in a roadblock.

POLICE HELICOPTER

The dispatcher will assign a police haii-
copter to all pursuits, if no helicopter is in
servica, the dispatcher will contact the
Hslicopter ODivision and have ona dis-
patched to the scans.

The foflowing procedures will be adhered
to when a police helicopter is involvad in
@ pursuit:

a. Whan the helicopter crew has in-
formed the dispatcher the suspect ve-
hicle is in view, the ground units will
modity their speesd accordingly, but
maintain the use of their emergancy
aquipmant.

b. The helicopter craw, under the dires-
tion of the field supervizor, will moni-
tor the pursuit. This includes, but is

R e

not limited to transmitting the suspect
vehicle's lacation and appraximate
speed, and patantial traffic problems.

¢. The halicopter crew will relay the roof
numbers of all involved police vehiclas
to the dispatcher.

10 STOFPING TECHNIQUES

Befare any stopping technique is de-
ployed, officers:

* Must be adequately trained by Train-
ing Division personne! in its proper
use.

s Wil assess tha risk of bodily hamm to
bystanders, any passengers in the
suspact’s vehicla, themselves, or the
suspect ag a resuht of using a stopping
tachnique versus the threat to the
public if the pursult continues.

The following stopping techniques may
he used provided the field supervisor au-
thorizes the use and the techniques are
used in accordance with current depart-
ment pracedures:

a. Standard Roadblocks. Barricades or
other obstructions set across a road-
way 10 stop or prevent the escape of
a flesing vehicle.

b. Rolling Roadblocks. Moving police
unita placed in front of and bahind the
flaging vehicle in an attempt to stop
it. This method may be usad only if
the suspect is not speeding but is will-
fully failing to stop.

Extreme caution is urged prior to using
this tactic as it could expose officers
to danger if suspects are armed, po-
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tentially placing officers in a crossfire
situation, -

c. Tira Deffation Davices. Deavices such
as Stingers and Stap-Sticks designed

" to cause the controlled deflation of a
flesing vehicle’s tires.

d. Slow-Spead Diverting Tacties. On a
freeway, officers may perform a ser-
pentine movemant designed to slow
tha general flow of traffic ahead of
the fleelng vehicle.

Note: Officers will not perform any of the
techniques in this saection unless they are
adequately trained by Tralning Oifvision
paraannal in the technique’s proper use.

11 TERMINATION OF PURSUITS

Any of the following parsonnsl may ter-
minate a pursuit:

e Officer in the primary unit.

s Qn-duty officar holding the rank of
sergeant or above,

e On-scene helicopter observer,

The dacision to terminate a pursuit by an
on-duty supervisor gthaer than the field
supervisor managing the pursuit must be
made with the same diligence se stated
throughout this policy.

For instance, an on-duty supervisor, lisu-
tenant, or commander from the initiating
division{s} or night command captain or
liautenant with access to video coverage
of a pursuit will assess available informa-
tion relative to the nature of the offense
and ather pertinent varlables befora mak-
ing a decision to allow the pursuit to con-
tinue or be terminated.

The assessment of this information will
be in accordance with the factors and
variables listed in section 2 itams “b” and
“c" of this General Order.

12 APPREHENSION OF SUSPECTS

Once the pursuit has ended, officers will
Jtilize appropriate officer safety tactics
regarding high-risk vehicle approaches as
autlined in Ganeral Order 600-34, High-
Rlak Vehicle Approachas.

If tha pursuit is not initiated or is termi-
nated without apprehending & suspect
and the idantity of the suspact is known,
the primary unit will attempt to obtain a
to-he warrant through the appropriate dis-
trict attorney’s office prior 1o the end of
the officer’s shift.

13 DOCUMENTATION OF A PURSUIT

Officars will document the pursuit inci-
dent in a thorough report containing a de-
tailed description of the vebhicle, suspect
information if poasible, other pertinant
facts, and witness information so an offi-
cer or investigator can attempt 10 Jocate
the suapect and file a warrant at a later
data.

If a dacislan is made not 10 pursue a
known suspect of a pursuit is terminated
in accordance with restrictions set out in
this General Order, officers will still com-
plete a thorough report.

The field supervisor assigned to the pur-
suit will complete the Houston Police De-
partment Vehicle Pursuit form (see HPD's
Intrenst Portal) at the conclusion of the
pursuit. The form will be completely filled
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out and submitted regardless of the dura-
tian of the pursuit. The completad form
will be immedlataly faxed to the Com-
mend Center and tha fisld supsrvisor’s
division will maintain & copy. The original
form will be forwarded through the chain
of command to the division's assistant
chiaf.

- 14 INYERJURISDICTIONAL PURSUITS

Emergency Communications Divislon,
with the appraval of the fiald supervisor,
will notify outside law enforcement
agencies when this depsrtment is in-
volved in a pursuit in the outside

agency’s jurigdiction. The person notify-

ing the outside agency will specify
whethar the call is a request for assis.
tance or a courtesy notification with no
participation requested.

Officers may bacome involved in another
agency's pursuit sither inside or outside
HPD's jurisdiction if an HPD field supervi-
sor authorizes participation and any of
the falfowing are true:

8. The other agency requasts asslstance.

b. It is clear the ather agency's unit is
unable to request assistance.

¢. Tha emargency neture of the situation
dictatas the need for assistance.

All department pursuit policles must be
followed whenever an employee is in-
volved in any pursuit.
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1% PUBLIC STATEMENTS FOLLOWING

PURSUITS

After a pursuit has ended, officers will re-
for all media requests for a statement to
the designated field supervisar involved in
the pursuit. Upon the request of the me-
dia, the designated field supsrvisor may
make a fimited statemant to the media or
defer to a Public Information Officer (PIO)
or & higher-ranking on-scene supervisor.

Initial statements will ba limited to prelimi-
nary factusl information and the state-
monts will ba in compliance with General
Ordar 800-02, Madla Relations. If the me-
dia raguests additional information such as
commenta cancarning policy, supearvisors
will contact the on-duty PIO or a higher-
ranking supervisor, whichever is appropri-
ata. Tha PIO or higher-ranking supervisor
will make the scene of the pursuit and af-
ter receiving a briefing on the pursuit, pro-
vide stataments to the media.

16 RELATED GENERAL ORDERS

200-08, Conduct and Authority

400-07, Vehicle Use and Agsignmant

400-08, City Vehicls Aecidents

400-10, Unit and Radio Numbering

400-21, Moblle Digital Terminals

600-01, Effacting Arrasts and Saarches

800-03, Genaral Broadcasta

600-06, Spacial Throat Situstions

600-17, Use of Force

600-32, Ride-Alang Program

800-34, High-Risk Vehlcls Approaches

800-02, Madla Relatlons

800-07, Criteria for Submitting Incident
Reports
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