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Suit against county:
Prisoners shouid be
allowed to own books

By John Wright
staff writer

For the second time in thyee
months, Cache County officials are
facing a federal Jawsuit for allegedly
violating the civi] rights of inmates

housed in the pew Jjail. -

On Dec. 15, attorneys répresenting
the publishers of Prison Legal News
filed suit against the county contest-
ing a jail policy prohibiting inmates
from having their own subscriptions
to newspapers and magazines. On
Tuesday, artorneys representing an
inmate filed suit contesting a jail pol-
icy prohibiting inmates from owning
paperback books. :

In both Jawsuits, the plaintiffs
allege that the policies violate

ridgerland

Jailers again accuy

sed of viola

inmates’ First Amendment rights to
free expression. _

" “The case law broadly states that
one of the few rights inmates retain
when they’re incarcerated is First
Amendment (rights),” said Brian
Barnard of Sailt Lake City, an attor-
ney for both plaintiffs. “That's been
the case law for 25 years.”

Attorney Frank Mylar of Salt Lake
City, who's defending the coupty in
the first lawsuit, disagraed.

“Inmates have restricted First

Amendment rights, that’s what the
case law says,” Mylar sajd.

" Mylar said he couldn’t comment
on specifics of the second suit
because he hadn’t seen the complaint
filed by Bamard and James L. Hargris
Ir. of the Utah Legal Clinjc, along
with Margaret Plane of the American
Civil Liberties Union. The first law-
suit is still pending after a Jjudge
refused the plaintiffs’ request for a
preliminary injunction to halt the
county’s enforcement of the policy.
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According to the complaint filed
Tuesday, a paperback book
addressed to John Morris Kinter, a
federal inmate housed under contract

with Cache County, arrived at the jaik:

onJan. 29. The book, “Dictionary of
the Law,” had been ordered by Kin-
ter at a cost of $17.95. When it
arrived, jail officials immediately
roarked the exterior of the book with
the letters CCJ (Cache County Jail).
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