' Hollywood
death casts

light on *aser

Police and the

weapon’s maker
say the gun’s use is
not fatal, and they
suspect drugs. e

BY JOHN HOLLAND
STAFFVVRITER

HOLLYWOOD A mentally ill
or drug-crazed man goesona
rampage, police jolt him with a

50,000-volt électric gun, and the -

- man dies. Susplcwn falls on the
gun.
That scenano repeated Sun—

day night in Hollywood has .
caught the attention of police-
locally and around the country

‘who are quick

to defend the  “Two things that occur

taser weapon

as the best together are not
. necessarily connected.
able. Theysay  This is the single best, .

nonlethal
weapon avail-

ing and introducing mnovatltrd -

nonlethal forms of weapons.: ‘od
“Two things that occur t&»

gether are not necessanly com-
nected,” Heal said. “This isthe -

- single best most effective forfh
.of nonlethal weapon; by fansTf

- that. [Hollywood . death] Irid

:beern from a Taser, it would

E !have been the fn;st one m histe-

Medlcal evidencei is murkigr.
A 1991 study by the Universi
of Southern California saigjt
found at least one death froj
the: 6riginal “Taser - devit

whose technology is the basis -

forthe Taser International gum

used by Hollywood police. Ts-
‘er International is only 8 years
-old, and no deaths have been

linked to its product Tuttle
' “said..

. Several:£9
people have
died after be-

_ing hit byh
stun:gun, ¥é-
- search showd,

thereisnoevi- - - 8 but in.nea¥ly
denceanyone Most effective form of every  case
has ever died ethal weapon.” - . drugs: hawe
from being I th ey been foundrih

struck by a
stun gun like
the one used
in Hollywood.

- Vinnie Delostia died Sunday
night after a struggle with Hol-
lywood police in which they
zapped him in thé chest with a
electric gun. Investigators are
awaiting a medical examiner’s
report, although police Lt. Tony

Rode said it appears drugs
 killed Delostia.

Taser International, a brand
name for the electric shock de-
vice used to stun suspects, is
used by more than 1,100 police
departments nationally, com-
pany spokesman Steve Tuttle
said Monday. It operates by fir-
ing two electronic darts, pack-
ing 50,000 volts, onto the body
of suspects, knocking them
down and incapacitating them
for at least five seconds.

Because the amperage is
low, the shock cannot cause
permanent injury, the company
said.

One of Taser’s strongest sup-
porters is Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Capt. Sid Heal, who
has gained a reputation for test-

the victim’s

& CAPT.SIDHEAL gystém. Laist
LOSANGELESCOUNTY .
“ SHERIFF'SDEPARTMENT

month in
Hamilton,3 s

Ohio, police stopped using thp
stun gun after a man died, bitit

they resumed when autopsy-fré-“

sults showed his death was
from a cocaine overdose: GO
One area open to debat@is
whether the guns are harmgdl
to pregnant women and their

- fetuses. Last month a wonian

stunned by Chula Vista, Calif.

police gave birth to a stillbdh

baby two days later. "
A medical report said {he

‘cause of the death was incon-

clusive, although the moth&r
tested positive for cocaine. -0

“We haven’t seen any medi-
cal evidence that a Taser has -
er caused a death or injury.to
anyone,” Tuttle said. “Therets
no physical way our Taser ¢in
put out enough power to do that
type of damage. It can’t h&p-
pen.”

John Holland can be reached
at jholland@sun-sentinel.
com or 954-385-7909.
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How a taser works

. The electric shock delivered by a taser gun overwhelms an attacker s

nervous system, forcmg his muscles to contract.
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3 Disposable launching mechanism
" Contains compressed nitrogen cartndge,
wires and probes
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Eight AA batteries in grip

Q}The gun is fired from a

maximum distance of
21 feet.

Q The probes strike several inches apart aﬁa
embed in the attacker’s skin or clothifig.

Q,&A 5- second 25-watt electrical burst
travels through the wires and into
the attacker’s body, causing the
attacker’s muscles to contract.

Q}Additional shocks may be delivered by pulling the trigger repeatedly.’
- The gun also has backup shock probes built into the gun’s nose that;_
are activated by touching the gun directly to the attacker.

SOURCES: Taser International, Inc.; KRT



