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implicated Tasers in three recent
in-custody deaths, but the autopsies
told different stories.

b weiek befome Clurkstinas tragedy betell 27-peas
ol Marvin Hendris ol Hamillion, Chio. That
mmirniling he was ab his girliriend's residence
wlhen b stortesd vorniting blood. She called 911
are] prarammedics areived o find Fendnix combiat-
pvie amd viedesil. They sanumored the paorlice

Hamilvon FD aofficers arvlved around 8 a.m., and they
el 't control Hendrlx eliher, S Py decided to sEun
him with an Advanced Tases M26, Hendrix was shocked
b witly the device Ll towch st maode restrained, and
placed in an ambsulance for transport to the hospital. In
the ambulance, he went into cafdiac armest and diexd later
aft e h-ﬁptur

The Hiendrin cose wodild probably not be noianle n na-
ol Law eErdofceifa il Cln bui-i e ik inble Cinime ol was-
n't an iscdated inckient, Within 90 davs, podice in Hamil-
had all

ng the Advamoesd

foen., D :"hiﬂj.lafll:lj anadd Hollywoosi, Fla

CRpoTic el irm-cwalonly (alalilies ol

Taser M6 Ainl] epreenillives InEn Nuaman rghils E LR

and even wemie b ol Ehe
nits
prrwerzion of |

Law e s e rneanl OOy

wrTe avking Gpusci i s shusast Th= aalety of the Llesl

=R ] ol ITh M s

M B

David Eﬂm

Mot Rodney's Taser

Cine of the many ehimgs that went bad for officers of the
Los Angebes Police Department on the pight of the Rodney
King inchdent was their Tasers fakled to sulsdue Ring, even
affer ban sty The mest iy hisbory

1% i beksboery Eha desgigedd the Daser invduskry for soamee tame,
And 1t led 1o ihe widely spread police myth that the early
ey didnt work, According to Capd, Sid Heal of the Los
Angeles Sherifls Department, the carly Tasers were actually
q“ih_- el feciive b somie cases. "V hen we firsb ol them, whe
savs Heal, an imiermatiomelly rooted
“Mait then dnegs—especially
minc-alteriog drugs ke 17010 that redisce the pain threshaobl,
ame] oo ke il ceniral nersoees SYSEEm A Imnian iy—Eave
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faren abvo sion keamned that vom dedn s

v e 1o Be drogeed 50 withatend a
Tt stun gun

lin 19 s Taser |nbesmaticanal frsd
bejiars marketing its producis 9 Liw en-
forcemnent, the company was embar-
nessl P siveral imcidenis dunng demaon-
strafiors ol iEs 7wt Abr Taser 2L The
et slrow carme af 2 peslicr Erning: dermo
Fraduring Flarm Sfarmeen, o e Mamne
Loim punnety wrgeani and eranmed
ool rrdroator. *1 sl s with 2
arud b ey s ared kel ot e ”
e slrrstan Tudthe Tawor bndernade e
vy tow od preverromand aftair “He wad

Ihat's a peethy poos] werapson I wmad

whut mrve By saarpreee, vl malghi have had
a chuarsde of taking met dosam

I'tvi rasecoars Laughiter ol |I-|i|||.'-|' ring-
ing in his sars, Tuttle wint back to his
affice and met wiih the osners of the
“Wie'd learmsd that someone
really pooused oould fight through a 7
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waltt svatem, We had a held sucoess of
A6 peroenil [with the Air Taser|, but we
had just seen one of the top 14 per
crrteri e ke wer basd o T sorme-
thing w0 Wy movs bk thae.”

That semcthong was the Addbvaenoed
Loy WO The 26 sarnds fowr e wattzpe
ety o the dewicr, It maer than theer
tierees mmesy porweriol than thee CUNES-
vy Ay T, aemad Tudtle savs oo ofide sl
dhier ar SWAT officer has e been able
b Wi E kst it paanc i, Hie's acked up
by Blarmero whio is gqucshed in Taser Inte-
natbonal's advertbsing & saving nothing,
reot even & hand grendde Iast, has ever
etz hdm frosmn cormgaleting his mis-
vhory uii] the M-wot Taas

Sinwce ndrochecing 6y Aadvaenoed Teser
i
s s Thee woapaoas Bo | K SSereoes
priimor Taser
£ resniod in

LIS b Late 1900 Tewr Internatis

Lo ovrn iy Chisdd o
Fechmasonpecs, Wikl bow
tFeasng the wallags o il TascTinee
srarsd wdis, pow offeas ihwe TESSHE 2

2 3-watt wnit, and b leunching a newo

ol pwios encounters with the Hamilton
Vo ihve day of hds dedili, The first was
4 traffic o 3 amoursd £ 2om

Witeen Hendrix was paalbed over, by
i et -l

i

] im s perttestin

orsc-crglinh of an owsree b of OOCERRE iR
4 plntic bag “ad warding o b ares
od for thee ool Hemadriy despaorsed of
i e owiddy way e kiew D comald werthe-
ol i bweing disoomered by thie police
e st allaniaesd i1

Unformunately for Hendrix, the bag
Ll comtained the cocalne was com-
provsead ol a 'n-|1||-F|-|_'r|1||_'.'|||1|' Hastic that
allivwed the Llllli_'_ B leaw i ievlos Baks s3s-
tem oven though it wan slill sealed
wheni 4 Medical evaminet frelreved it
from his smail eestme a1 asopres. The
preslt, Eoording o Butler County
K Teard

Thiad Feesadnm e e i cifex iy ol 3

Caomeined [y Roribhandt wam

LU S (AT
Cocaine ovrmdosr s long mads
codoreery scratch thetr heads, Recas

v ke imretabolisrs s Quickly in the

Unfortunately for Hendrix, the bag that contained

the cocaine was composed of a semi-permeable

plastic that allowed the drug to leach into his sys-

iy poseeriol el Sev < The biods
Lar Tawer.” on pase 3

A nusiclire? Lo thel roamyd s Tures, s
sy lasers alfer podicon noany [OD-ger-
vl takedown [Fser B0 A range of 21
fevd, Bub are they tod posieriul ! larnet
Resnbeck, CEQ of Tiser Technobogies,
dhoean't think s, "Based odi 1he medical
sEuicles that Dee soere 17me nol comsormed
thail [the Zf-watt Taser] @ oo poserial
Wi haaad 2 | 1 1 -sat] Taser b0 o wiith thee
LATTY trorm 19856 o 19992, arad theer wese
o deatis aetnbated o, e aes

o wiry then did Nlarvin §roadn of
Hameice, ¥ dee after o bt wath
the Advanced Tasy M2
complex and it imvoboes & quick peck

The anmver i

o Hencdnx™s aciratees (e smsrming of
D, 17, approximately sevion o be-
fore hils dicath

Behind the 8-Ball
Lorner’™s reports Froim Batler Coun-
tw, Chhin, show that Sarvin Hendrix

hurman By, thetes o Lown ovet

e MacasireTRer. [T A0 iR
amw oty Tactoses magnify e oifecs
ol b cosCakrer. Cocaiiee |s MRl Lo i
heart and the brain; i1 has a lendency
fe2 rabse thie user’s bloo prressune, and i
can cause dangerously ||r|.'J.:1||.II (AT TLE
berals called cardiae arpyilimlas. Al of
these Laciors emaakes Bt arresled @ very
shargr i thdmg for & oo e Liset

“When vou gt eadiied, e you
wrmalsl w el voss e Isedmg armestad, 1
il sl op Voot oWl NV ROreTLl

g, B el eapladon, adim® T
silienadine and (ocaine ane a very haad
mix. “¥When the aloenaline reecs with
the cocaine, vou can el cardisc ar
rhvyilumia. That™s whny' CoCalne ks
I e Aty Jdome pelatiead.”

VT ||-|-I:'r|.I.i.|I et o excileEmenl
andd obher Beclors on cocalive users is
also Wiy Nurkhandt sbinpis juisd slyort caf
wiving the Taser a chean U of health
with regand to e death of Moarvin Fen-
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iz, ®Recauie of lils beliavior and the
presence of codalie and  cocalne
metabrolites in his blood and wrine, we
tubed that cocaine was the primary con-
fributor 1o the mans death,” sy
Burkhardt. “Bul | doa’t know if the
Taer contilbuted (o the sifecns of the
cocaine o s et

The Stratbucker Studies

The man w i Josrs olaimn o ks
the effects ol Tasey
shogky on il b
mian beast and wie-
ther o ot they
mapnify the cffcvis
o wocEine ansd ot
dirugs is De. Roberi
Stratbucker, a poo-
meering rescarcher

Even simultaneous
bursts from two
26-watt Advanced
Tasers did not cause

dogs, at about 50 pounds each, were
mmuch smaller than adult humans, Yet,
ever simultaneous bursts from iwo 26-
wartt Achvamood Tasers dikd nob couse ven-
tricudar filwrillad o,

The Stratbucker and MeoDaniel
studier alss sdidrewned the e of
whether Tanwer aliacks magnify the of-
fiecits of drugs on the hearl. Ketamine
(an animal tranguilirer very Similas
to POP was sdmintitered to the tes1
dogs. Although kets-
mrer b bevn e
for e wncilen conw”
death ad the don
wrir ERVTR Rk -
omarnts oo the dineg, the
Tt b ol mced trag-
por canbac eveni The
same sk were alan

e field who s I'l.';'h.'i'lﬂl n  expen-
now medical ditec- 1 maents invobang drogs
poni forn Tansior Invberna- \I’Eﬂtnﬂ_.llar that chevate hean rate
tional. Stratiseckes flb ri"EﬂDn anid markedly raise or

is a cardio elecin-
physiclogist  who
has conducted several Taser experi-
prverits on aidmnls, incloding maost re-
cently a 1999 study using the Ad-
waneoed] Tasir W3,

in that study conduct-
ed ab the University of
Slbasomart's cordiot hosrcic
srgety research section,
stratbu ke ama assstanit
rrilessas 'I.'i'i.rnr Sl amiel ar-
et B brigggry venitrulbar fldBatior
ia protentially tatal canfisc rirvthm dis-
turbanced n ancthetired dogs. The

losisonst Dlowomd prpcssuire.

Finally Siratbucker
ared Molhaniel were curiows about the
effects af Taser energy applied directly
i thiae Dirt, 5o ey Inserted hypoder-
ric peedies Inko e dogs far enough o
make coivtict with thair beating hearts,
wired the feedies o Taser probes, and
pulled the teigger. They did this multi-
ple times and did not cuse ventricular
fibrillation.

Stratbocker and Moltaniel conchud-
od: *With the application of 3 Txes
weapon, the principal risk had been
thourght b be the imchis i of venr-

poboermag (om June MIO2



uliar fibeillation in the subject, Hene we
purpisely attempled o cesle the high-
g3t risk scenarios we could envision in
real-life fiebd witings, and still fxiled to
induce wenirkculaer fibeillation with ex-
vl apglication of the L emissons
in experimental animaks much smaller
than adult huemans. [ harcioy
rink o NSO
IR

il Ay
e Infermed that tha
viiiireoskar fbeillatiasn b the
application of an Advanced Taser to a
PeiFEsn Bovery wnall
Ll o Pd
Norl e Ll

e o slbed Bust Gall o oo By

lY T PHLMTLNF FRENTS
Efumifr ik
& Fesnarch o Uhe o80eCTs ol TN LS
ot s Aty [nlernateeriad. in
IIJ_.'1|».,'._-.,|| Fad aslkodd oer & macecaBosr
cot TR it ol Tasers & 4 liss-dethsl -
e WA e wertil thiedr ellects can be
And recuntly the Penn

v vkl 1_3'..|||I.|.'| will 1w Aumerkcan Civil

furtheer sundbid

Litsesties Unnlan (ACLLT took up the
cause fodlowing a February in-custody
chieatly fin Muiledelgshia

Midthier organbeation consenled Lo an
inkerview Iar Lhils article, Nor hos the
Perinsyivinia ACLU gome on record re-
garding the case slnce the podice and the

. ey

AL the recent Rangs Day session for the TREXPD Weit trade show, police offi-

i

Cers were given an opportunity to fire the Tasertron TESSHP

Lpsier wwere chebermmined ol 1o be st (el

Turthver, dispitic amgumenits iom police
experts whio say the clakns of Ampesty
anud e ALY risganding Tasens and othes
leas-lethnl weapons Biold o sclentific
wealor, e mesdin torns to Lhese sournces
immediately following suchi incidents
Ther thaey g te s obd tune, snd the

Tasers on Stun
Tasers have a nearly 10-year history of use in police applications, but they
rermain one of the most maunderstood tools in the law enforcement are-
nal. To the general public and to less-informed members of the media,
Tasers are exotic weapon that ewoke all worti af fanciful refersnces to

*Lrar Treh ™ phasers and to laser bearm

But the only thing Tasers hawe in common with phasen A that they are
nterded 1o ifun rot Gl e Capt. Mirk's sacheasm o 8 meat Benegn

sethng

The Taser abic hrs re> relstionship to the Leser. The scroaym TASER
was cosrepd by the wespon's wventor HASA engineer bk Cover, and o
stancly for Thomas & Seift's Becirc Bifle. Tom Seafl v a boy soventurer
and irprentor —iort of & oross beteeen bonoy Qusid arad vy Neutron—n
2 seriey of earky 20th century bools by Victor Appleton. in the boois, his
weapon of chowe was a stun gun calied "The Electra Rifle ™

Cowers Taser i an electrical stun gun that puhes 10 to 15 oyches per sex-
prd of low-amperage power propelled by 50,000 volty through i target
The eHect o dewribed by Taser manufacturens ai eledtho-Muoular Qisrug
tion. In other words, a person hit by a Taser i supposed 1o lose control of
his oo her musches and fall 1o the ground in a heap

Perhaps the best description of what it's like to be “taered” comes from
noted pollos less-lethal weapon expert Capt. 5id Heal of the Los Angeles
County Sherifs Department. "It doesn't fit anything you've cver experi-
enced before,” says Heal, who was zapped in 1999 by & 26-watt model.
“It's kind of like some huge glant has got a hold of you, and he's just shak-
ing you back and forth eight to 15 times per secand. And then when he's
dome, ha just leaves you and walks off.”

FH FowcE

Faset pots Dalagmsesd b e (ot -puage head-
L. Sy wirs e case in Madcdphia.
Lkl thet @i ogey

Philadelphia Story

O Fel 2, Philsdeiplia police ne-
sponded 1o the home of Anthony
Spencer, 35, and a hefty 6 feet, 280
pounds. Spencer was standing outside
hils haome naked in the 22-degree werth-
er, and he was armed with an open 7-
inch folding knife. The officers tréed to
subdue the anting Spencer with pep-
et SpTay W Pt that fadked, Eh-n.‘} s
an MiZh, which worked. Spencer was
culfed and plaiad in 3 patrod wogon. He
s corrsceoars o the tiome of s Jrres
it fiesd o e ey to thee hosutal

hescripthoss of Sponcer’s beboor
o] el emard r"-g-h w s hrscee e
i W0 Pl T
ler w i R, TP LU T Fl‘.l-d‘ll".'!-
Rrned e
dmigs of the

[ cman LARW 5%

arnd Fre et imTines AT IRCaEEE
wherd
Mroleet o s e &l rusrmerses s o

't woie the N

Tamer Internstanals Tullh v he
vy, vt woareey] alwwst the Pennsvive-
mia ACLLs call bor removeng Taweii
from the amenal of the Philly T
“When vou have an in-custody death
|1'|1'r|.|1_'|r|p1 lasers, the ward |.'|l.'|.1:TI'.'i|:\- n
artachyed to it and its high-tech stutl. 5o
it always comes up [in the press] that
the Taser killed the suspect,” he says. ©|
clon't pramiie 1 fhsese situations, [ go io
the police department involved and ask
fow the specilios®

Whart Thittle rioss ywamts tos know is

palicemang com june 3002



time that clapsed
between the sub-
jeet’s candisc ammes
and the Tasey burst
“Fwner afe W0 mNDRCY
Iaten., somme five. amad
svrmie 10 vl mankes laber. Bight there that
gives e an inddication thal we sre going
to pot prefiminany chearance. Electrcity
prmwrally kilh only wihen it o You
dont o 15 ow B rmirtess babet, ™ e s
Strathucker agrees, adding that if the
Tater were sf faull ln an in-custody
death, the prisoner would go into car-
s srvest woonch aftey beimg st with
2 Tamary, ot pvsdesues.
As harther evialomor o ooy wilety, Tut-
the puairsts bo the fact that police trainig

The bright yelcw
markings on the
Taser Intenaiional
Advanced Taser M2
indicate that it s a
lasethal wegpon.

in the mobel loblry. P'olice ardved o
find Dl Ostla raging, violent, and
mosening. The officen ondened Del Oniia
to ataandd il get on his Enevs, and past
buis s B Bis bl s that theey
ool culf him and take him nto on-
tody, He falled 1o comply with any of
their commiands.

linstrac) of going harsd-to-hand with
Dl Ontia, thee clficers brought out the
N2 What cuscthy fusered afies il
is modt entinely clear. 11 not oven (K-
percent certaln that el Crstia ever pe-
celved a burst fram the Taser. 1t be-
lievnl that the e shot from the
wrapon was inclioctve because Dl
Cxtda was only sruck with one of the
perciles, (I rnamt Cases, & subject miust be

Even if there were a few documented cases
of “death by Taser,” that shouldn’t preclude
the use of the device because no less-lethal

weapon is perfect.

prograrn roguire offiocts who iy
Tasers o be pappeed with the weapon. To
date, Vhanmards af olficers have been
tasered and no lasting effecs or cardiac
e e Peen I'l'l:l'l.'EEI-L

The Entrada Motel

CH comrrse 14 can b argued that most
poopse who are daot with Tasers tend (o
e commidierably bew beealthy than the
pd_-.:-,- mfficrm wheo are ragped 1N CE-
img Sexch v the oorditson of 31-voas-
o Virsoened Dl Orstia, wltaos dlinsd et
Iy i the custody of the Hlollywiood
{Fa.) Police Departmient. By all ac-
counts Del Ostia was not 3 healthy
man. He hsd a ong hisaory of Srag
s, s e had a tracheotonry, 5o i
weak dlifficult for him to communicate

(i the altermosoi ol Jan. 27, Hodly-
won] '} edfieees were dispatched o the
Entrads Mobel. The manager hal cailed
911 becanre & man wa ot of CoRrirod

policemag. com June D002

serack wath baoith pactes 10 ool e
circulie and ackdeve the desined effects.)
Diel Cwtia was eventaally subshued eithit
by o second Taser ahot of by a swanm of
PR i

el Ostia wird handOodbed amd e
startcd EaspHng o Sif amdd ot -
sciowaness. The police then called the
Fescue Squaid who attermptoed st no avail
o pewitve hinn He died ot the hospital.

Iy Ageril. the Haollvwassd bedacal Ex-
amimer’s oflice mabed that Del Oatia
died due o cocaine overdose. Holly-
woodd D spakespersaon LE, Anthony
Kode wasn't surprised by the findings,
“Fram the get-go we believed that [Ded
Chtias death] woas oof & resaalt of the
Mi26 Taser,™ he savs. “Hollywood L)
has 60 to 70 of these Tasers in use
Weve used them mul tiple times, and
we've never had so much as 4 minog
Larerationn *

corntmae oo pueir 40

Tasers vs. Batons

Some law enfarcement agen-
clis hawe placed ihe Taser so low
an the ine-of-lorce ladder that it
contends ROt with other e
lethats lie besn hag munitons
and OC spray but with tradition-
al strike weapons such ai batons
and asps

*We adwocate uting the Taser
Befora the baton in many
caws) ® oy Lt Anthony Rode,
public affain officer of the Haol-
Iywood [Fla.) Pollce Depariment.
A& Taser's going 10 knock you on
your butt, but you're going o
oot back up Ard you won't R
4 broken collarbone or & broken
knee, 5o we prefer to use il be-
fofe the baton.®

=You have to look at the iitua
tion and wee which [tool] s more
applicable, = adds Sgt. Rick Guil-
bault of the Sacramento (Calif.)
Police Depariment,. Every officer,
sergeant, and lleutenant n the
Sacramento PD has been miued
an Advanced Tawer MG, bt the
department fi fairky strct
guidelines gowverning their wse,
many of which don't apply to OC
spray. "We don't use [the Taser]
on handoutfed agects, spone
in the back of 2 sguad car, o
[people practicing] passive resist-
ance,” says Guilbault

Loss-lethal weapons expart
Capt. Sid Heal of the Los Angeles
Shaer s Department doewn't ad-
wouate the use of Taen beloie
batons, but he ako dogsn™ be-
love they should be placed too
high on the use-ol-force ladder
aither

*Oine of our bigpest mistak ey
with soeme other ke -lethal
wiblpon was placing them too
high on the [use-of-force] spec-
tridm,* Heal says. “Tasers | would
place 3t the same level 2a OC for
e simple reason that there are
o lasting afrerefocts. The only
lasting effect is the darts, If it
wiatn't for them, I'd put the
Tader lower than OC"



coidfisiiead from page 19

Taser Intarnd-
tional™s Ad-
wanoed Taser
M2 packs 26
watls of power.
When the trig-
ger is pulled. a
compressed mi-
rogen car-
tridge firgs the
probes up to 21

npury Freventan

Lo huve been effortively chesred in all of the revent in-custosly
deaths srvohnag ue of the aten gun. barther, kes-lethal weapo =x-
perts sach as the LA Shendf s Department's Heal sy there are o doc-
et cas of 3 Tanet beirng dentified o the prismany caue of death
in a podice of crvilian modent. Bt they sdd thar even i these were &
bew diexcueraerrte] cames of “desth by Taner, ™ thaet shoobdn preciode the
e of thr devior ocause o beus-bethud wespon i Perfect and the Tses
ha 2 histery of preventing tnjures o polce a0d swspects

Ciormsaher the follosang: m Ageil, the Calemsdinke (Arir. ) Polce Depart
ment executed 3 highornd traffic sop of & wespecied caracker in the
parking bt of a Ciecle K comvemmenor sone. (Officers ondered the sabject

“Based on the medical studies that I've
seen, I'm not concerned that [the 26-
watt Taser] is too powerful. We had an
[11-watt] Taser in use with the LAPD from
1986 to 1992, and there were no deaths
attributed to it.”

—Barnet Resnick
CEO of Taser Technologies

to the grownd three times, |e remained standing and spewing obscend-
thes at the police who wondered if he had a weapon.

“Hie hatl become what we call an ‘active aggresaor'™ says Sgt. Stephen
Hlaalley of the Clenstale LY, “We kesew that i we went up and went hamds
ont with him in 2 pohyester pilvap that the fight was going to be on.”

A dectslon was made to deploy an Advanced Taser M26. Acoomip-
piedl b i olfcer carevirg iethal oover e unseen by the suspoct, wiho
wan effectively hlinded by the takedown lights and the spotlights of
the police vehickes, an oificer went forwand with the Taser anad ook the
shnt The saspect fell o the heolen povement of the comvenience dore
parking lot cutting hin chin, amd be wan taken into custouhy. i wowrnad
reguared e ST

My aavs T cusborame could heve been mach different and masch
verre ot the ssrgwt and the poisr. ~We had 3 K9 anit with o5, and if we
] chepiborend thae K9 e dhefirmtcy wonshd e been . Hee wokd hane
bad Pt rrarks o baem i wrvrral places, ™ HlcSley eyplises

&2 Powae

Thumbscrews and Tasers

Human rights group like Amnesty Interma-
tional have argued that even if Tasers are not
dangerous whaen unid &t intended, they may be
misused a5 torture diuicis by suthafities

Thene i no love |odt betwien e T maniu-
facturers of Tasers, Taser Technologies (Tasertron)
and Tasor Intermatonal, but on this one poent, at
least, they agree. They are hewildered 55 10 wity
Amnnesty, the ACLLL, and other human nghis or-
mmmmumum
letad wanapon

P werrtien lethers (o Armnen Sy Filemuabonal
and thery rever responed, ™ sy Buimest Reareri,
CEQ of Tmer Tedhnologes. "Heve | am Brpng 15
marlarture weourty prociuet that e e |
dor't deserer ey The Laewrtron Laser has been
gt 50, 000 terwry, and | feed grood about that
[Tasriron dervcm e wreed & iof of offcen, and
SApect froem b wypred "

T irterrateal TotTe sin brafies ot the
SUgQEston that 3 Taer & & torture devce “Whe
vy askedd ety B0 prosacie LS walll Sy O
tails irwobang & wpecific incierd of 2 Taser inter-
nateonal prodact feeng wied o Boriure, Snd e
have yet 10 b prowsded weth any ™ he w75

Amnesty responcied oo Late o requests for
particpation in the oy The organaraton dad
howepver, sond & correrend from it specosSnersin
Adstair Hoogett. Thi comment dicssn't cite spect-
« exampies of Tanen hewg vasd in torture but
contench that the export of Tasens to certan polit-
ical regimes ks in efec "arming torturers ™

The Amnesty report hamps Tasers with stun
guns and stun belts, and malkes tanciful daims
about Tasers that don® holkd up 10 serutiny. For
example, Amnesty quotes marketing daims ofa
gtun belt manufacturer that sy its products can
eave prisaners to urinate of defecate on them-
welves and apphes them to Tasors, There is no evi-
chence that Tasers hava this effect,

“I've never ween that happen,” says Tuttle em-
phatically, “We have a database of 7,000 valun-
tears. it didn't kappen to them. And we have 1,800
fiekd reports, and [t hasn't happened thare either™

Then thare ang The probes, which Armnesty says
are not eassly remaved from the human body
wiithoul surgery.

Sgt. Ed Buns heads the training division of the
Hamilton PO, ard he swperned the departments
training with the Advanced Taser M26. While
most departments train their officers by attach-
ing the Taser probes to thesr ciotheng (the energy
can peretrate ] inches of materal) and pulling
the trgge©. Burs ys wme Hamiton PD offoen
irssted on beirg thot with the probes. it took
moihang T0 rermove Them, ™ e Gyl " You s
s 3 W with yousr Bingens. on both sdes of the
probe and pop it out.”
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