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Valley firm hopes to arm airline ﬂlght crews with tasers

"\‘Em delivering a nonlethal. high-  pecause it's the first domestic
; voltage electric shock. Astun  airjine 1o deploy Tasers.™ he
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Mesa Atr Group plans ©  gould not kill unintended P
arm its pilots with stun guns.  wetims or blow a hole in a ittt of hoi'.eﬁe.cn_ve x
making It the first domestic pressurized airplane cabin. P a

commercial carrier to issue Wi id Ao ~ Stun gun wouid_be against
self-defense weapons for mucg?m;tﬁjsgﬂd"gilczx determined terrorists.
cabin crews, the Phoenix- pany to provide weapons for Clearly the stun gun
based company said -exch cockplt and train jts Would make the crew feel
Thursday pilots. The company plans to ~ 0°r® comfortable, but I don't
The company has been jpstall the stun guns In lts think that's the main issue,
working with the Federal Avi-  entire fleet of 166 planes. sald Bill Oliver of the airline
atlon Administration since One potential supplier of consulting firm The Boyd

last month's terrorist attacks  the stun guns is Scottsdale- Group. "Still, I'd rather see
to establish storage afid han-  based Taser Internatiopal; < Stun guns rai{]er than [45-
ding procedures, company which said It has been con. CAliber pistols).

spokeswoman Benet Wilson tacted by several airlines Oliver said he would like
said. since the Sept. 11 terrorist !0 See the focus move from

Although the FAA hasn't attacks. onboard weapons fo real
approved the use of the guns, Taser CEO Rick Smith Security improvements in the

Wilson said the company will declined to name the airiines  airport. including the federal-
start training its pilots how to  he has spoken to, but he sajd = [zation of passenger and lug-

use them within 90 days. his company has been in dis- §age screening.
“There's still no indication cussions with Mesa Air Mesa Air Group flies to BRAD ARMSTRORGT ... n
where (the FAA) stands.” Wil- Group to provide the 120 cities in the United Rick Smith of Taser International shows a stun gun that could be used on airiiners.
son sald. “We felt it was bet- weapons. States, Canada and Mexico. g
ter for us to be proactive, Smith said the order could It connects airports in America West Airlines spokeswoman Janice Mona- for Mesa. so well see what
however.” be worth as much as smaller cities with larger air- stopped short of saying #t han said she was told that happens.” she said.
FAA officials could not be $100.000 to $150.000. ports. The company operates would allow st guns on Mesa Air Group was going to Dave Woodfill can be
reached for comment. “How we view it is that it in the West and Midwest as America West Express work with its partners. reached by e-mail at
A stun gun is designed to  will definitely be a significant America West Express. planes “My understanding is dwoodfill@aztrib.com or by

neutralize an assailant by order, regardless of the size Tempe-based carrier America West plans are still in the works calling (480) 898-6334




